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REPORT  NO.  FT  110 

EXPLANATION  OF  SAMPLIING  PROCEDURE  FOR  IMPORT  SHIPMENTS 
INDIVIDUALLY  VALUED  UNDER  $100 

As  described  in  the  September  1953  issue  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes,  formal  immediate 
consumption  items  valued  at  less  than  $100  which  have  in  the  past  been  included  in  the  statistics 
on  a  full-coverage  basis  are  being  included  on  an  estimated  basis  effective  with  July  1953  statis- 
tics. The  estimates  are  made  from  a  10  percent  probability  sample  of  the  under  $100  items.  Under 
the  new  procedure,  two  new  Schedule  A  classifications  have  been  established  for  reporting  these 
shipments  in  the  statistics  as  follows: 

9999  100  -  Formal  immediate  consumption  items  valued 
at  less  than  $100,  free  of  duty. 

9999  200  -  Formal  immediate  consumption  items  valued 
at  less  than  $100,  dutiable. 

Country  information  is  shown  under  these  numbers  in  this  report  for  countries  having  significant 
trade  in  these  new  "catch-all"  classifications.  (The  estimated  total  of  the  under  $100  shipments 
is  included  in  the  total  for  each  country  in  reports  in  country  arrangement  such  as  Report  FT  120, 
United  States  Imports  of  Merchandise  for  Consumption,  Country  of  Origin  by  Subgroup. )  Two-thirds 
of  the  time  in  the  long  run  estimated  figures  for  countries  shown  under  Schedule  A  Numbers  9999  100 
and  9999  200  have  a  sampling  variability  of  no  more  than  about  10  percent  and  estimated  figures 
for  countries  not  individually  shown  would  have  been  subject  to  a  sampling  variability  of  more 
than  10  percent.  The  sampling  variabili  ty  is  actually  less  than  10  percent  for  most  figures  shown. 

Any  user  interested  in  knowing  the  estimated  amount  of  trade  shown  in  9999  100  and  9999  200  for 
a  particular  Schedule  A  commodity  or  commodities  may  request  this  information  from  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census.  It  is  expected  that  such  requests  will  be  for  information  on  commodities  which  are,  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  person  requesting  the  information,  imported  to  a  significant  degree  in  ship- 
ments of  less  than  $100.  The  tables  shown  in  the  September  1953  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes  on 
the  extent  of  under  $100  trade  in  individual  commodities  in  April  1953  provide  some  guidance  in 
this  regard  but  as  indicated  in  the  Notes  there  may  of  course  be  a  few  additional  commodities  im- 
ported substantially  in  shipments  of  less  than  $100  in  July  or  later  months 


The  sample  is  selected  from  only  the  immediate  consumption  items,  which  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  formal  entry  items  valued 
at  less  than  $100.  Warehouse  entry  and  warehouse  withdrawal  items  valued  at  less  than  $100  are  iully  compiled,  since  sampling  these 
items  would  result  in  very  little  savings  and  might  result  in  significantly  less  accurate  figures  on  cnangea  m  the  amounts  of  par- 
ticular commodities  in  warehouse. 


GENERAL  EXPLANATION 


COVERAGE 

The  import  statistics  include  government  as  well  as  nongovern- 
ment shipments  of  merchandise  from  foreign  countries  to  the  United 
Sta tes  .  However ,  Amer i can  goods  returned  by  the  United  States 
armed  forces  for  their  own  use  are  excluded.  Shipments  into  the 
United  States  from  its  territories  and  possessions  and  shipments 
between  the  territories  and  possessions  are  not  reported  as  United 
States  imports,  but  imports  into  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico 
from  foreign  countries  are  considered  to  be  United  States  imports 
and  are  included  in  this  report.  Merchandise  shipped  through  the 
United  States  in  transit  from  one  foreign  country  to  another  is 
not  reported  as  imports.  In  general,  the  import  statistics  are  a 
complete  record  of  merchandise  which  moves  into  the  United  States 
from  foreign  countries  (except  for  in  transit  shipments ) ,  bu  t  there 
are  some  exclusions  of  items  of  relatively  small  importance  in 
terms  of  total  value  such  as  merchandise  valued  at  $100  or  less 
which    is    entered    informally. 

Imports  for  consumption  shown  in  this  report  consist  of  mer- 
chandise entered  into  United  States  consumption  channels,  i.e., 
merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately  upon  arrival, 
merchandise  entered  into  bonded  manufacturing  warehouses  (other 
than  smelting  and  refining  warehouse),  merchandise  withdrawn  from 
bonded  storage  warehouse  for  release  into  domestic  consumption 
channels ,  and  imported  ores  and  crude  metals  which  have  been  proc- 
cessed   in   bonded  smelting  warehouse. 

RELATED    INFORMATION 

Information  is  also  compiled  for  general  imports,  which  repre- 
sent total  arrivals  of  imported  goods  (except  for  intransit  ship- 
ments), i.  e.  ,  merchandise  released  from  Customs  custody  immediately 
upon  arrival,  plus  merchandise  entered  into  bonded  storage  ware- 
house, bonded  manufacturing  warehouse,  and  bonded  smelting  and  re- 
fining warehouse,  immediately  upon  arrival.  General  import  figures 
covering  total  trade,  country  totals  and  Customs  district  totals 
are  published  monthly.  General  import  commodity  statistics  are 
not  published  but  are  available  for  reference  purposes.  Infor- 
mation on  merchandise  withdrawn,  from  bonded  storage  warehouses  .for 
exportation  (not  included  in  either  imports  for  consumption  or 
general   imports)    is   also  available    for   reference   purposes. 

Trade  between  the  United  States  and  its  territories  and  posses- 
sions (not  included  as  Uni ted  States  imports)  is  pre sen  ted  sepa- 
rately in  Report  No.  FT  800.  Statistics  on  the  movement  of  in- 
transit  merchandise  arriving  at  or  leaving  the  United  States  by 
vessel  (not  included  in  this  report)  are  also  compiled  and  pre- 
sented in  summary  form  in  Report  No.  FT  985.  In  addition,  trans- 
portation statistics  (showing  shipping  weight  as  well  as  value  in- 
formation) are  compiled  covering  that  part  of  general  imports  of 
merchandise  which  arrives  by  vessel.  Summary  vessel  transporta- 
tion statistics  for  both  imports  and  exports  are  presented  in  Re- 
port No.  FT  985.  A  more  complete  description  of  the  coverage  and 
presentation  of  these  separate  shipping  statistics  will  be  found 
in    the    introduction    to    that    report. 

SOURCE  OF   INFORMATION 

The  source  of  information  for  all  of  the  imports  included  in 
this  report,  is  the  formal  import  entry  (various  Customs  forms ) , 
which  importers  ar"e  required  to  file  with  Collectors  of  Customs 
for  each  shipment  arriving  in  the  United  States.  Importers  are 
instructed  to  report  value  and  country  of  origin  information  in 
accordance   with   the    definitions   given   below. 

VALUATION 

The  values  are  in  general  based  on  market  or  selling  price 
and  are  in  general  f.o.b.  the  exporting  country.  (Transportation 
costs  to  the  United  States  may  inadvertently  be  included  in  the 


case  of  merchandise  which  is  not  subject  to  an  import  duty  based 
on  value.)   United  States  import  duties  are  excluded. 

COMMODITY  INFORMATION 

Commodi ty  information  is  reported  according  to  the  classifica- 
tions established  in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of 
Commodities  Imported  into  the  United  States,  and  is  presented  in 
the  order  of  the  numbered  classifications  in  that  Schedule.  The 
Table  of  Contents  on  page  5  of  this  report  indicates  the  range  of 
Schedule  A  commodity  numbers  covering  related  subgroups  of  commod- 
ities and  will  assist  in  locating  in  the  report  the  statistics  for 
particular  commodities.  For  precise  definition  of  the  individual 
commodity  classifications  for  which  figures  are  presented,  refer- 
ence should  be  made  to  Schedule  A.  The  commodity  descriptions  in 
this  report  are  necessarily  abbreviated  to  save  printing  costs 
and,  therefore,  in  many  cases,  they  donotcontain  all  of  the  quali- 
fying information  necessary  to  define  clearly  the  commodity  for 
which  statistics  are  shown.  The  omission  of  a  Schedule  A  commodity 
classifi cation  from  this  report  indicates  no  imports  of  that  com- 
modi ty . 

COUNTRY  OF  ORIGIN 

The  country  of  origin  is  defined  as  the  country  where  the  mer- 
chandise was  grown,  mined  or  manufactured.  In  the  event  the  im- 
porter can  not  readily  obtain  information  as  to  the  country  of 
origin  for  a  shipment,  it  is  credited,  for  statistical  purposes, 
to  the  country  of  shipment.  Where  it  is  known  that  country  is  the 
country  of  shipment  instead  of  origin,  the  country  is  footnoted  in 
this  report.  In  addition,  countries  reported  by  the  importer  and 
included  in  the  statistics  as  country  of  origin  may  actually  rep- 
resent shipment  instead  of  origin  for  merchandise  which  is  trans- 
shipped before  it  reaches  the  United  States.  Countries  are  re- 
ported as  defined  in  Schedule  C,  Classification  of  Country  Desig- 
nations Used  in  Compiling  the  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statis- 
tics. Country  names  which  are  abbreviated  in  this  report  to  save 
space  are  shown  in  full  in  Schedule  C,  together  with  descriptions 
of  the  countries,  adjacent  provinces,  territories,  islands,  or 
other  areas  considered  a  part  of  the  country  for  statistical  pur- 
poses. Schedule  C  is  published  as  a  part  of  Schedule  A  (see 
"Commodity  Information").  A  separate  edition  of  Schedule  C  is  also 
avai lab  1  *»  free  uDon  reaues t  m  the  Bureau  of  the  Census . 

Countries  are  listed  for  each  commodity  in  this  report  accord- 
ing to  continents ,  in  sequence  within  each  continent  from  north  to 
south  and  west  to  east,  in  accordance  with  Schedule  C.  The  omis- 
sion of  a  country  name  indicates  no  imports  of  that  commodity  from 
that  country. 

SOURCES  OF  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ABOUT  IMPORT  STATISTICS 

A  complete  discussion  of  the  compilation  procedures  and  coverage 
for  import  statistics  will  be  found  in  the  Foreword  to  the  latest 
edition  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States. 
Regular  subscribers  to  FT  reports  are  automatically  supplied  with 
copies  of  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Notes,  a  monthly  publication 
containing  information  of  value  to  users  of  foreign  trade  statis- 
tics (such  as,  changes  in  type  of  shipments  covered  by  current 
statistics,  unusual  shipments,  problems  of  valuation,  classifica- 
tion, etc.).  A  catalog  of  United  States  Foreign  Trade  Statistical 
Publications  is  also  available.  Data  in  this  report  are  available 
for  reference  purposes  prior  to  the  publ ica tion  of  the  report  or 
may  be  obtained  in  advance  of  publication  on  payment  of  the  cost 
for. a  special  report.  Reports  on  a  cost  basis  can  also  be  arranged 
for  to  obtain  additional  detail  compiled  but  not  published.  For 
free  copies  of  the  "Explanation  of  Statistics"  or  the  catalog  or 
for  further  information  regarding  reference  copies  of  tabulations 
or  the  availability  of  special  reports,  request  should  be  made  to 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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GROUP  CO  -  ANIMALS  AND  ANIMAL 
PRODUCTS,  EDIBLE 

Animls,  edible  (except  for  breeding) 

Meat  products... • 

Animal  oils  and  fats,  edible 

Dairy  products 

Fish  and  fish  products,  except 

shellfish 

Shellfish  and  products 

Other  edible  animal  products 


CROUP  4  -  Y/OOD  AND  PAPER 


CROUP  0  -  ANIMALS  AND  ANIMAL 
PRODOCTS,   INEDIBLE 

Hides  and  skins,  raw  (except  furs)... 

Leather 

Leather,  rawhide,  and  parchment 

manufactures 

Purs  and  manufactures..  ....*•••.•• 

'"-'■""i  and  fish  oils,  fats,  and 

greases,  inedible.. 

Other  inedible  animals  and  animal 

products 


GROUP  1 


VEGETABLE  FOOD  PRODUCTS  AND 
BEVERAGES 


Grains  and  preparations 

Fodders  and  feeds,  n.e.s 

Vegetables  and  preparations 

Fruits  and  preparations 

Nuts  and  preparations 

Vegetable  oils  and  fats,  edible. 

Cocoa,  coffee,  and  tea 

Spices 

Sugar  and  related  products 

Beverages 


GROUP  2  -  VEGETABLE  PRODUCTS, 
INEDIBLE,  EXCEPT  FIBERS  AND  WOOD 

Rubber  and  allied  gums  and 

manufactures* 

Gums,  resins,  and  balsams,  n.e.s... 
Drugs,  herbs,  leaves,  roots,  etc... 

Oil  seeds 

Vegetable  oils  and  vegetable  waxes. 
Dyeing  and  tanning  materials ••••••• 

Seeds,  except  oil  seeds 

Nursery  and  greenhouse  stock 

Tobacco  and  manufactures 

Miscellaneous  vegetable  products... 


GROUP  3  -  TEXTILE  FIBEBS  AND 
MANUFACTURES 


Cotton  unmanufactured 

Cotton  semimanufactures 

Cotton  manufactures 

Jute  and  manufactures 

Flax,  hemp,  and  ramie,  and 

manufactures 

Other  vegetable  fibers  and 

manufactures 

■Wool,  unmanufactured 

Wool  semimanufactures 

Wool  manufactures. 

Hair  and  manufactures,  n.e.s... 
Silk,  unmanufactured. .......... 

Silk  manufactures 

Manufactures  of  rayon  or  other 

synthetic  textile 

Miscellaneous  textile  products. 


0010600-0015500 
Q018000-0035500 
0036000-0036900 
0037000-0046990 

0047000-0079590 
0080100-0087900 
0088100-0097900 


0201000-0299900 
0300100-0345900 


0350000-0699990 
0700000-0759900 


0803000-0821600 
0840000-0990290 


1020000-1090260 
1101000-1190800 
1191100-1250990 
1290000-1330990 
1350000-1380140 
1420000-1428900 
1501300-1521000 
1523100-1550590 
1570000-1654800 
1711300-1900000 


2011000-2098900 
2102000-2189300 
2201000-2220490 
2231000-2240700 
2241000-2290580 
2302000-2345950 
2401000-2460990 
2501000-2599100 
2601000-2629900 
2800000-2960150 


3001000-3005000 
3006100-3020999 
3030000-3230800 
3241000-3250900 

3261000-3390490 

3401000-3421990 
5501000-3541000 
3550000-3574600 
3607000-3680800 
3690000-3698900 
3702000-3704000 
3705190-3799900 

3800000-58 80490 
59001DO-398U60 


10 
11 


Wood,  unmanufactured 

Sawmill  products  (lumber) - 

Wood  manufactures 

Cork  and  manufactures..... 

Paper  base  stocks 

Paper  and  manufactures.... 


GROUP  5  -  JfONMETALLIC  MINERALS 


Coal  and  related  fuels 

Petroleum  and  products 

Stone,   lime,   cement,  gypsum, 
and  gypsum  products 

Glass  and  glass  products. 

C1  ay  and  clay  products 

Other  nonmetallic  minerals  and 
manufactures  (except  precious 
etones  and  imitations) 

Precious  and  semiprecious  stones 
and  imitations  and  industrial 
diamonds 


GROUP  6  -  METALS  AND  MANUFACTURES, 
EXCEPT  MACHINERY  AND  VEHICLES 

Iron  ore  and  concentrates 

Iron  and  steel   semimanufactures...... 

Steel  mill  products — manufactures. . .. 

Iron  and  steel  advanced  manufactures. 
Ferro-alloys,  ores,  and  metals, n.e.s. 
Nonferrous  metals,  except  precious... 
Precious  metals,  jewelry,  and  plated 
ware 


GROUP  7  -  MACHINERY  AND  VEHICLES 

Electrical  machinery  and  apparatus.. 
Engines,  turbines,   and  parts,   n.e.s. 
Other  machinery,   except  agricultural 
Agricultural  machinery  and  implements 
Vehicles,   except  agricultural 


GROUP  8 


CHEMICALS  AND  RELATED 
PRODUCTS 


Coal-tar  products 

Medicinal  and  pharmaceutical 

preparations 

Industrial  chemical  a 

Pigments,  paints,  and  varnishes... 
Fertilizers  and  fertilizer  materials. 
Explosives,  fireworks,  and  ammunition 
Soap  and  toilet  preparations 


GROUP  9  -  MISCELLANEOUS 


Photographic  goods 

Scientific  and  professional 

instruments,  apparatus,  and 

supplies,  n.e.s 

Musical  instruments,  parts,  and 

accessaries 

Dolls  and  toys,  athletic  and 

sporting  goods 

Firearms 

Books,  maps,  pictures,  and  other 

printed  matter,  n.e.s 

Clocks,  watches,  clockwork 

mechanisms,  and  parts 

Art  works  and  antiques..  • 

Miscellaneous  articles,  n.e.s.... 

REVISIONS 


4C07100 -4080500 
4103100-4207555 
4208000-4230990 
4300000-4321900 
4590000-4692900 
4711000-4799990 


5000000-5014300 
5052000-5079100 

5080110-5193900 
5200400-5290850 
5300000-5390700 


5391000-5930980 
5950000-5958100 


6001000-6001100 
6002000-6060300 
6081000-6116100 
6117000-6200990 
6211000-6270900 
6301000-6790990 

6820000-6900550 


7063000-7100900 
711D000-7110700 
7400200-7800990 
7850000-7890190 
7900100-7940290 


8000000-8090900 

8102000-8150600 
8170000-8380992 
8400100-8441300 
8500000-8559900 
8620000-8695000 
8711000-8731200 


9001000-9040400 

9140200-9180290 

9200000-9280700 

9400000-9439990 
9470000-9477000 

9500000-9530790 

9540100-9590081 
9610000-9670300 
9700000-9999200 


1 


79 
79 


83 
83  . 
84 


90 
96 


104 
104 
106 
109 
114 
116 


127 
128 
129 
132 
133 


135 
137 
141 
142 
143 
143 


147 

148 

ISO 
152 

153 

157 
160 
161 

NT 


UNITS  OF  QUANTITY 
^The  following  is  a  list  of  the  abbreviations  for  units  of  quantity  used  in  this  report.     When  quantity  is  reported  in 
two  units  for  a  commodity  the  second  quantity  is  shown  separately,  without  value,  under  the  same  commodity  number  and 
immediately  following  the  data  for  the  first  unit  of  quantity  (e.g.   "Cotton  cloth,  unbleached,"  and  "Manganese  ore," 
Schedule  A  Commodity  Numbers  3040  001-3047  999  and  6211  000  respectively.)]] 


Abbrev. 

Unit  of  Quantity 
Advoirdupois  Ounce 

Abbrev. 
DPC 

Unit  of  Quantity 
Dozen  Pieces 

■ 

Abbrev. 

Unit  of  Quantity 
Leaf 

Abbrev. 
PK 

Unit  of  Quantity 
Pack 

AOZ 

LF 

BBL 

Barrel 

DPR 

Dozen  Pair 

LFT 

Linear  Foot 

PR 

Pair 

EFT 

Board  Foot 

FT 

Foot 

LTN 

Long  Ton 

RM 

Ream 

BU 

Bushel 

GAL 

Gallon 

M 

Thousand 

SFT 

Square  Foot 

BUN 

Bunch 

GBX 

Gross  Boxes 

MBF 

Thousand  Board  Feet 

SQ 

Square 

CAR 

Carat 

GL3 

Pound  (gross  weight) 

MCF 

Thousand  Cubic  Feet 

SQI 

Square  Inch 

CD 

Cord 

GR 

Gross 

MFT 

Thousand  Feet 

STN 

Short  Ton 

CFT 

Cubic  Foot 

GEL  • 

Gross  Lir.es 

hg 

Milligram 

SUF 

Superficial  Foot 

CLB 

Pound  (net  content) 

GTN 

Ton  (gross  weight) 

NO 

Number 

SYD 

Square  Yard 

CRT 

Crate 

IN 

Inch 

PC 

Piece 

TOZ 

Troy  Ounce 

CTN 

Ton  (net  content) 

LB 

Pound 

PFG 

Proof  Gallon 

YD 

Yard 

DOZ 

Dozen 

■- 

5 
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COLOMB         12.771          8.681 
ECUADOR         5.726          6.259 
PERU           33.321         35.600 
BOLIVIA         2.680          3.707 

BRAZIL         86.415        102.705 
PARAGUA         3.398          5.814 
ARGENT          2.550          1.275 
DENMARK         1.504          5.575 
U  KING        41.381         18.973 
NETHLDS         4.833          8.408 
FRANCE          3.250          5.870 

ITALY           2.857          2.522 
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N  ZEAL          5.448          4.952 
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NIGERIA         3.023          3.626 
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ETHIOP          1.304           556 
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2.644.378        463.121 
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SPAIN           3.307          1.859 
EGYPT           3.086          1.261 
1.477.986        732.755 

0300901  TAXABLE  OIL  IN  SOLE  LEATHER. 
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